
  

GISGIS
ParcelParcel
MappingMapping



  

In a Legal Context, Parcels and In a Legal Context, Parcels and 
Property Boundaries are the domain Property Boundaries are the domain 
of Land of Land SurveyorsSurveyors

● Wyoming State Statute  § 33-29 Wyoming State Statute  § 33-29 
defines the practice of Land Surveyingdefines the practice of Land Surveying

● A State Board of Registration A State Board of Registration 
regulates surveying and:regulates surveying and:
– Issues and Revokes LicensesIssues and Revokes Licenses
– Initiatives actions against individuals Initiatives actions against individuals 

practicing Land Surveying without a licensepracticing Land Surveying without a license   



  

In a GIS Context, Parcels are the In a GIS Context, Parcels are the 
domain of Countiesdomain of Counties

Parcel–centric County responsibilities:Parcel–centric County responsibilities:
● Taxes are assessed at the County levelTaxes are assessed at the County level
● Land Records are recorded at the County levelLand Records are recorded at the County level
● Planning & Zoning occur at the County and Planning & Zoning occur at the County and 

Municipal levelMunicipal level
● Wyoming Department of Revenue mandated Wyoming Department of Revenue mandated 

County Assessor to maintain parcels mapsCounty Assessor to maintain parcels maps



  

Public Land 
Survey 

System

● Established in    
    1785

● “Survey before   
    Settlement”

● Rectangular       
    Survey
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Subdivision Lot Corner Markers



  

Geographic
Coordinate 
Data
Base

● BLM's attempt to put a “lat/long” on the PLSS
● Based on “newest” government survey
● Very limited amount of high accuracy data
● Used as the basis of the parcel layer in most 

Wyoming Counties
● Does not have any legal authority



  

What to do
● Get geodetic control

– Buy it
– Require it
– Ask for it
– WYDOT
– Use imagery



  

● Work on one area at a time
● Work from the newest surveys 

outward
● Don't take the records too literally
● Dump the errors in the oldest surveys
● Dump error in roads and streets
● Dump error in the public lands
● Do not rubber sheet



  

● It's an on going, never ending 
process

● Remember the goal: to map the 
true physical location of points 
on the ground from the best 
information available
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